Abdominal wall hernia complicating continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis.
Continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD) is a well-established treatment modality for end-stage renal disease. Abdominal wall hernia is not uncommon in patients on CAPD. Two factors are responsible for the occurrence of these hernias: anatomically weak sites and increased intraperitoneal pressure by the dialysate. Abdominal wall hernia was reviewed in 44 patients on CAPD from 1987 through 1991. Eight abdominal hernias (5 inguinal, 2 incisional and 1 umbilical) were found during CAPD treatment (18.18%). Surgical treatment was applied in 6 symptomatic hernias (5 inguinal and 1 incisional). After surgery, 5 patients returned to CAPD without recurrence and the remaining one died of strangulated incisional hernia. Our series shows that: (1) a detailed examination of the preexisting hernia and repair prior to CAPD treatment are suggested. (2) symptomatic abdominal wall hernia should be evaluated carefully and treated promptly. (3) awareness of the complication of these hernias can reduce the morbidity and mortality.